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Christophe Pourny : The Furniture Bible: Everything You Need to Know to Identify, Restore Care for 
Furniture  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Furniture Bible: Everything You Need to Know to Identify, Restore Care for Furniture: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Perfect furniture restoration guideBy Jason WintersThis is my 
favorite book for furniture restoration though it covers period identification, I use it for learning restoration techniques. 
And for that its absolutely amazing.Just reading the materials in this book I've found that I know more about 
traditional restoration than the instructor of a recent course I took. The instructors solution for all problems was "just 
strip it" and when asked how to handle certain types of finishes his response was "it depends."This is my go to book 
and I keep it near me when performing furniture restorations. Its just the right level of detail. I love making my own 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1579655351


wax, shellac mix and performing my own french polish. All techniques well documented with photos in this book.If 
you want information on more modern restoration techniques or a little more detail on the science behind certain 
processes, buy "Understanding Wood Finishing" in addition to this.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy LDLove this book. A must read for anyone interested in refinishing furniture.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. If you own furniture, you should own this too!By Lissauer DesignsEvery inch of this book is 
more interesting than anything I've encountered in the genre. In content, design, illustrations, and viewpoint, author 
Christophe Pourny has penned a truely perfect furniture BIBLE that will keep you up alll night thinking "just one more 
page"!

Christophe Pourny learned the art of furniture restoration in his father’s atelier in the South of France. In this, his first 
book, he teaches readers everything they need to know about the provenance and history of furniture, as well as how to 
restore, update, and care for their furniture?from antiques to midcentury pieces, family heirlooms or funky flea-market 
finds. The heart of the book is an overview of Pourny’s favorite techniques?ceruse, vernis anglais,and water gilding, 
among many others?with full-color step-by-step photographs to ensure that readers can easily replicate each 
refinishing technique at home. Pourny brings these techniques to life with a chapter devoted to real-world refinishing 
projects, from a veneered table to an ebonized desk, a gilt frame to a painted northern European hutch. Rounding out 
this comprehensive guide is care and maintenance information, including how to properly clean leather, polish 
hardware, fix a broken leg, and replace felt pads, as well as recipes to make your own wax, shellac, varnish, stain, and 
more.

Library Journal, Best Books of 2014, Best Books of the Month for November 2014 “A guide for the pros, DIYers and 
furniture aficionados eager for tips from the expert. Pourny’s practical advice on all things antique is coupled with 
historical notes.”—Time   “A comprehensive but accessible guide to restoration that lays out everything you need to 
know about making over wooden furniture.”—Martha Stewart Living “Authority wafts from [Pourny’s] handsome 
how-to book like the sweet smell of lemon oil.”—New York Times   “A practical, visual guide for anyone who wants 
to restore a cherished heirloom or simply correct a water stain.”—San Francisco Chronicle “Pourny’s book will serve 
brave DIYers as well as design aficionados wishing to hone their connoisseurship.”–ArchitecturalDigest.com   “It’s 
really everything you wanted to know about furniture but were afraid to ask.”—WWD.com   “Whether you want to 
refresh your mother’s outdated bureau, refinish a set of vintage Danish Modern chairs, or restore antique marquetry to 
its former glory, this volume’s got you covered and then some.”–Design*Sponge “Encyclopedic in coverage . . . deftly 
illustrated and defined . . . a fantastic go-to source for furniture care.”—Library Journal, starred review “A thorough 
and practical guide for the furniture expert as well as for the novice restorer. . . . This guide will find a wide audience 
among those who simply want to learn about and appreciate good furniture, as well as those who are more hands-
on.”—Publishers Weekly, starred review “This is a very useful and important book for anyone who owns 
furniture—antique, modern, or new—or anyone who plans to fix or restore it.”—Martha Stewart 


