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Carter Bays : The Encyclopedia of Early American Sewing Machines, Identification Values (Collector Books) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Encyclopedia of 
Early American Sewing Machines, Identification Values (Collector Books): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fun but not encyclopaedic.By Andy RuinaThe book is interesting. 
But is not really encyclopaedic in coverage. Mostly just pretty pictures and fairly superficial captions about many 
machines. A fun book, but hardly an encyclopaedia.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. You or the 
person you buy it for will not be disappointed. Good size for a coffetable bookBy CustomerA must have for any 
budding collector. It still has plenty of information and photos, at half the cost of the 3rd and newest edition. You or 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1574324160


the person you buy it for will not be disappointed. Good size for a coffetable book.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. HappyBy nanamarigoldA must-have and got this in good condition at a great price.

Collectors are bound to love The Encyclopedia of Early American Sewing Machines, Second Edition. The first edition 
of this book, self-published by author Carter Bays in 1993, sold more than 3,000 copies, and he has totally revamped it 
for this printing. American sewing machines from 1850 through 1920 are featured in more than 450 large, detailed 
photographs, half of them in color, and current collector values are estimated. The book traces the history and 
development of the sewing machine industry from 1800 to after 1900. Almost all known U.S. manufacturers of sewing 
machines up to 1875 (and several beyond) are highlighted: Singer, Wheeler Wilson, Shaw Clark, Weed, Howe, and 
Holly, to name just a few. Do you own your great aunt's antique treadle sewing machine? This book will identify and 
give the history of the manufacturer. Specific information is provided on restoring antique sewing machines, and toy 
sewing machines are also given coverage. This title is sure to become the standard reference for early American 
sewing machines.

About the AuthorCarter Bays, a professor of computer science, has been collecting sewing machines for twenty years 
and has amassed what is universally regarded as the finest collection in the world of early American treadle sewing 
machines. He began collecting in 1978 because, "nobody else seemed to be doing it." His goal when he started was to 
assemble the finest collection in the world of early American sewing machines while prices were still affordable. In 
that regard, he says that his goal was realized, "in the nick of time." 


