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Donald Dallas : The British Sporting Gun and Rifle: Pursuit of Perfection 1850-1900  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The British Sporting Gun and Rifle: Pursuit of 
Perfection 1850-1900: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. British Sporting Gun and RifleBy Peter CameronThis is a great book 
for those who collect and shoot fine British Sporting Guns and Rifles. It gives a brief history of the major players in 
the British firearms industry and also the lesser known makers of these firearms. It also gives information on some of 
the people who ordered and used them in the mid to late 19th Century. Ammunition used is also covered and the many 
different Patents taken out on fireams are explained. It is beautifully illustrated and I can't recommend it more highly.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Most informative and balancedBy Omar AbdelrahmanThis book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811704424


provides the most accurate information based on historical records and patents. For example, many credit Thomas 
Southgate with the inventino of the Southgate ejector while it was actually a Beesley/Perkes invention. The book also 
has many interesting anecdotes and references, I was able to find infomation on my Lincon Jeffries Hammergun - not 
a well know maker.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A major work on the zenith of British 
Gunmaking.By August S. niewenhousTop marks for research, format, illustrations and content. Donald Dallas has 
another great book to his credit. I recommend it highly.

The definitive book on the subject The period from 1850 to 1900 witnessed the most far-reaching changes sporting 
gun and rifle design had ever experienced. Prior to this, changes had been pedestrian; the muzzleloader still prevailed 
in 1850 as it had for previous centuries.In this major work, Dallas details the many changes that occurred in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. He describes at length the pinfire, centre-fire, and hammerless developments along with 
all the ancillary changes made to sporting guns. He also outlines the many developments in rifles: the superseding of 
the two groove muzzle-loading Express rifle by the multi-groove, breech-loading rifle of smaller calibre with higher 
velocity and greater power, propelled by nitro powder and with many different mechanisms on offer.

"Anyone who has the slightest interest in the engineering or history of gunmaking will find this book fascinating. The 
author is incredibly thorough in his research and authoritative approach. But more than that, he has the knack of 
making this occasionally complicated and technical subject easy to understand, and his sheer enthusiasm for the topic 
shines through. It's a serious book with beautiful illustrations. Great Stuff " Shooting GazetteFrom the Publisher230 
color and 444 b/w photos.About the AuthorHistorian Donald Dallas lives in Fife, Scotland. From an early age, he 
developed an interest in sporting guns and the history of their development. Dallas conducts historical research into 
gunmaking families, technical developments, and contemporary periodicals to ensure that his publications are original 
and accurate. This is Dallas's tenth book on gunmaking history. His previous Quiller titles include Boss Co (978-1-
904057-63-5); The British Sporting Gun and Rifle (978-1-84689-032-1); David McKay Brown (978-1-84689-100-7); 
and James Purdey Sons (978-1-84689-164-9). Donald Dallas's previous books encompassed detailed histories of 
renowned gunmakers Boss (978-1-9040-5763-5), Purdey (978-1-8991-6363-2), and Holland Holland (978-1-8991-
6376-2), among others. He lives in Fife, Scotland. 


