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Norm Flayderman : The Bowie Knife: Unsheathing an American Legend  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Bowie Knife: Unsheathing an American Legend: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The ultimate authority on bowie knivesBy JohnZalezThis is an 
exhaustively researched and dense book, brimming with lavish photographs. It's large and heavy, which makes for a 
lovely coffee table book, but makes actually reading it a little awkward (at least for me). I have yet to work my way 
through perhaps 25% of the actual written content, but have flipped though all of the photos. I must admit, as a custom 
knife maker, the photos are the main reason I bought this book. The history is also important to me to a lesser degree; 
and I plan to work my way through that as well, but the book really excels in being a visual guide to the historical 
bowie knife.My only real criticism so far, and it's a small one, is that the actual layout of the pages seem somehow 
dated; that is, the colors, fonts, and internal design has somewhat of a 70s feel to it or something. If this seems like 
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nitpicking to you- it is. I bought this book as more of an art piece, so this is something I noticed. Perhaps you won't 
even know what I'm talking about (I used to be a graphic designer in another life).All in all, this book is a must for 
knife enthusiast, collectors of antique arms, and American history buffs. I have yet to find a book on the subject that 
even approaches this one. Yes, it's expensive, but once you have on in hand you'll understand why.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. and can wee where it's not the perfect book, it seems to be a bit of ...By M. SchroederHi, 
I was also a bit leary about paying more than $50 for a knife book, but this was well worth it. There are hundreds of 
pictures of bowie knives giving me lots of ideas on what to make. I just received the book, and can wee where it's not 
the perfect book, it seems to be a bit of a collection. Just the pictures of real bowie knives makes it worth the money.I 
should write another review after I read the whole book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Bowie 
KnivesBy William H. NorthackerFor the collector or someone who wants to see the most amazing collections of 
Bowies in print, buy this book. His historical narrative is great. With so many manufacturers of the knives not all 
could be included. During the Civil War many companies turned out Bowies. For those interested in collecting the 
book provides associations and reputable dealers. All the photographs are crystal clear and even the old shots from the 
1800s are in reasonably viewable condition.

From Norm Flayderman, perhaps the best-known name in arms collecting, comes this exciting new book on the Bowie 
Knife. All we can say is 'You will be astounded...It's great.' The size and quality of this book make it a huge bargain. It 
is a deluxe edition, printed entirely in color, with hundreds of massive, professional photographs showing every detail 
of your favorite knives. As an added bonus, the photos also contain a countless selection of some of the best guns and 
swords that you will ever see - so while this is technically a knife book, it truly has something for everyone. For 
instance, there is a large chapter on Dueling in America, and the Civil War chapters are a book in and of themselves. 
This is simply a 'must-buy' purchase for any collector of antique weaponry. You won't be disappointed. 512 pages, 9 
inches x 12 inches; Hardcover.

'Outstanding...Norm Flayderman is respected internationally...a monumental work which will remain as the standard 
reference for decades to come.' -- The Gun Report, October 2, 2004'WOW! The book is astounding...exquisitely 
composed photographs and delightfully written text...The Bowie Knife is an exemplary study.' --Man at Arms for the 
Gun Collector, December 1, 2004Astounding. Simply astounding! Unlike any other book on the subject... the text [is] 
a monumental contribution [to our folklore]. --Military TraderThe knife photographs are outstanding and more than 
100 of the full-color photographs are full-page... well-researched, with an extensive bibliography, this book deserves 
to be on the reference shelf of every knife collector, dealer, museum curator, and Bowie knife devotee. --Larry S. 
Sterett 


