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Jacques Bonnet : Phantoms on the Bookshelves  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Phantoms on the Bookshelves: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. A Must Read for Book AddictsBy C GruverPhantoms on the 
Bookshelves by Jacques Bonnet is a slim book (133 pages) and smallish so it fits comfortably in your hand, just right 
for reading in bed.I was enchanted by the subject...people who can count their personal libraries in the tens of 
thousands and their idiosyncrasies. While I'm only halfway to my first ten thousand, I felt Bonnet was speaking 
directly to me about book collecting and the whys and wherefores of acquiring a book - you like the cover art, 
someone recommended it, the book had an interesting title. And the downside, they cost a lot of money are aren't 
worth much in resale. He especially hit home with the comment that even if the book is terrible, it's hard to get rid of. 
Once part of the library, always part of the library.The upside, of course, is the pleasure of knowing the books are 
there waiting for the right time to be read or re-read or just thumbed through for favorite passages. Then there is the 
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obsession of collecting itself and the hunt through used book shops looking for the one volume you're missing.There is 
even a chapter on how to organize your collection and a bibliography of the books from his own collection that he 
discusses in the book.A charming book fo anyone who loves books.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Charmant! :)By shoestringOh my word! No really, his word or words as it were. This was delightful!!!! I only have a 
mere thousand or so books, but I feel very validated with our relationships now. :) All the great words for this one, 
smart, funny, insightful, charming, informative, educational, feel-good, curious, thought-provoking and oh, very well 
written! From Phantoms to Tennessee Williams and Ludovico Zorzi. Thank you Jacques Bonnet :)ENJOY9 of 9 
people found the following review helpful. Book BondingBy Nell AbbottA bit erudite for me but still delightful, light 
and clean prose. Because he's French many of the books and authors were unfamiliar to me, but his love for books, his 
helplessness as they take over the house any reader will appreciate and relate to. Though he is an intellectual and 
writing superior, the shared life with books is a bond that makes him a soul mate. I loved it.

The enthralling memoir on the art of living with books Phantoms on the Bookshelves considers how our personal 
libraries reveal our true natures: far more than merely crowded shelves, they are living labyrinths of our innermost 
feelings. The author, a lifelong accumulator of books ancient and modern, lives in a house large enough to 
accommodate his many thousands of volumes, as well as overspill from the libraries of his friends. While his musings 
on the habits of collectors from the earliest known libraries are learned, amusing, and instructive, his advice on 
cataloguing may even save lives. Phantoms on the Bookshelves ranges from classical Greece to contemporary Iceland, 
from Balzac to Moby-Dick and Google. Rich in wit and wisdom, it will be a lasting delight for all who treasure books.

"This is a charming book full of erudition and wit, and is very nicely translated." — John Sutherland, Literary "Part 
cataloging manual, part homage to books, adventure story and autobiography, this Borgesian account is a promise of 
happiness." — Jerome Garcin, Nouvel Observateur"This charming volume illustrates the intensely symbiotic 
relationship between reader and writer, a book and its recipients." — Publishers Weekly"The book's ideal readers will 
be those who share Bonnet's love of being surrounded by the evidence of their minds' journeys, insatiable readers who 
love to linger over large and quirky accumulations of the printed word. For those readers, highly recommended." — 
Library Journal"In Phantoms on the Bookshelves, Jacques Bonnet has once again invested the humble reading copy, 
the mode through which we first read, experienced, and encountered our favorite books and writers, with the old 
affection, respect and awe we had for it." — The HinduAbout the AuthorJacques Bonnet is a publisher, translator and 
the author of novels and works of art history, including a monograph on the artist.James Salter is an American novelist 
and short story writer whose work includes the classic A Sport and A Pastime. He has won the PEN/Faulkner award, 
and who was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2000. 


