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Paul Thomas : Panzer IV at War: 1939–1945 (Images of War)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Panzer IV at War: 1939–1945 (Images of War): 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Mediocrity at BestBy Christopher C. TewPanzer IV at War 1939-
1945 is unexceptional. The photos are not particularly new or interesting, the quality of their contrast and clarity is 
indifferent, and the captions are both repetitive and hit and miss at the same time. Apparently someone decided that 
finding sufficient PzKpfw IV photos in the needed format was too much trouble, so there are several PzKpfw III 
photos included as well as several of vehicles which used the PzKpfw III/IV or PzKpfw IV chassis but weren't 
PzKpfw IVs. The caption for the Sturmpanzer IV (Sturmpanzer 43) perpetuates the Allied-invented name of 
"Brummbaer" with its type designation mentioned only in passing using a bastardized German-English spelling, and 
"Brummbaer" is mistranslated as usual. 4. PD tanks are identified as 3. PD with a "Berlin Bear" unit insignia, 
inexcusable in 2012. Apparently Paul Thomas is out-of-date with his research and doesn't know obsolete German or 
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what a Berlin Bear looks like. One photo from page 14 is repeated with a new caption on page 29, indicating that this 
book was lackadaisically edited and proofed by Charles Markuss and Pen Sword staff. The arrangement of the photos, 
while generally chronological, is often haphazard enough to be confusing or misleading to casual readers. PzKpfw IVs 
in Africa are ignored. The camouflage section of the Appendix "Panzer Camouflage and Panzer IV Variants" has some 
generally accurate elements, but the section is quite poorly written and misleading. The variant titles and writing in the 
variants section are also poorly and confusingly written, this whole appendix giving the impression of an afterthought 
to fill out a required number of pages.This book will be most useful to those interested in the PzKpfw IVs in Bulgarian 
service, as it has ten pages of lesser-known photos of those vehicles. For those interested in the PzKpfw IV in 
Wehrmacht service, this book is not among the better offerings.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. 
Great photographic collectionBy Thomas CockleIf you are interested in the Panzer IV then this book is a good one to 
get for its photographic content but I was more than a bit disappointed in the numerous caption errors. I was also 
puzzled about the inclusion of a few photos of Panzer III's that technically had no place in this book.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Benjamin L DicksonI love anything about this workhorse of WW2

With comprehensive captions and text this superb book tells the story of the production of the Panzer IV to the key 
battles in Poland, France, North Africa, Italy, Russia and North West Europe. Initially the Panzer IV was designed as 
an infantry support tank, but soon proved to be so diverse and effective that it earned a unique tactical role on the 
battlefield.The book shows how the Panzer IV evolved and describes how the Germans carefully utilized all available 
reserves and resources into building numerous variants that went into production and saw action on the battlefield. It 
depicts how these formidable tanks were adapted and up-gunned to face the ever increasing enemy threat.Between 
1936 and 1945, over 8,000 Panzer IV’s were built. For most of the war this tank was a match for its opponents’ heavy 
tanks and quickly and effectively demonstrated its superiority on the battlefield.The Panzer IV was the only German 
tank to remain in production during the war. Its chassis was converted into more models than any other Panzers that 
entered service. As well as the various prototype projects and command tanks, observation vehicles, ammunition 
carriers, recovery vehicles, amphibious armored ferry vehicles that saw service, the book will show a multiple of 
converted anti-tank propelled vehicles.
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