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Victor Harris: Cutting Edge: Japanese Swordsin the before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Cutting Edge: Japanese Swords in the:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. AS good as it gets!By gary w calhounvery well done book, photos
are excellent. A good chance to observe swords in top condition,as they were polished just before photos were taken,0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent...By Mark StevensExcellent book. Wonderful photography.
Shipped quickly and better than described.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. excellantBy Tony
Pareltem was in better shape than expected. Pictures of swords are magnificent, good study for anyone interested in
nihonto and other edged weapons.

The Japanese sword has long been appreciated both as aweapon and as an object of art. No culture, besides the
Japanese, has devel oped the sword to such alevel of technological excellence, or raised it to such a position of
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spiritual importance. As a cutting weapon, the fully developed curved sword of the samurai was uniquely effective. As
acultural object, it offersinvaluable insights into the social and spiritual history of the Japanese people.Cutting Edge
offers afascinating introduction to the design, manufacture, and collecting of these Japanese weapons. It covers the
development of sword designs, traditional forging methods, regional variationsin style, and signature works by
legendary craftsmen, and includes hundreds of photos, with 16 pagesin full color.

"Harris informed and informative commentary is enhanced with the inclusion of hundreds of photos (and 16 pagesin
full color) making it an ideal addition to community, college, and university library Japanese Culture collectionsin
general, and Japanese Sword supplemental studies reading listsin particular." —Midwest Book About the
AuthorVictor Harris recently retired as Keeper of the Department of Japanese Antiquitiesin the British Museum. Heis
aworld expert on Japanese swords and is the author of Shinto: The Sacred Art of Ancient Japan and Japanese Imperial
Craftsmen and co-author of Swords of the Samurai and Japanese Art: Masterpieces in the British Museum.



