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Earle Havens: Commonplace Books. A History of Manuscripts and Printed Books from Antiquity to the
Twentieth Century before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Commonplace Books: A History of Manuscripts and Printed Books from Antiquity to the Twentieth Century:

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Attractive and ScholarlyBy A CustomerThisis an attractive and
scholarly tribute to the commonplace book, with many illustrations and illuminating commentary.5 of 41 people found
the following review helpful. "Very Dry", The discription that follows is an example that is in the bookBy J.
BryantThis book is dry and is not writen, so the reader will be unable to cleary retain what is writen. Asyou read the
word for word reproduction of what you will find in the book, you will seeit is Dry, and you may find yourself
wondering just what it is saying. Just remember, | did not write this dry stuff, | am giving you an example of what you
will find in the book, so you can decide if you wish to buy the book or not. There may be people who bought this


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0845731378

book, only to find it is not what they hoped. | am sorry if my honest review of the books, hel ps other who are thinking
of buying this book used, to not buy it, causeit is not what they want.Contents: History, Antiquity, Middle Ages,
Renai ssance Education, Renaissance Applications, Literature, Law, Science, Theology, Legacy, Manuscripts, 1600
1700 Centuries, 1800 Centuries, 1900 Centuries.Example of the "Very Dry" wording in this book: --LAW:While early
modern institutions of law in continental Europe was based largely upon Roman and Germanic legal traditions,
England's were grounded in the so-called "common law" tradition. The common law constituted a body of customary
unwritten law, approved by "ancient" custom and application, and communicated in extensive commentaries and
reports of adjudged cases.Thisis aexample of what you can expect to find in this book, only worst. Most of
photographs in the book, are photocopies of other books that "Commonplace Books' sells, all are black white
photographs....

"Commonplace books" are collections of quotations, anecdotes, proverbs, and various other types of text extracts.

They and the theories informing their compilation were the progenitors of reference works that are now taken quite for
granted: encyclopedias, concordances, and books of quotations. Commonplace Books is a stand-al one historical

survey of manuscript and printed books relating to the complex and extremely influential genre of the commonplace
book from classical antiquity to the present day. Comprised of a series of long historical essays followed by short hand-
lists of exhibited items, this volumeisthe first comprehensive, introductory survey to cover the entire commonplace
book tradition, from its origin in ancient Greek and Roman rhetorical theory and philosphy, to the end of the twentieth
century.

From the Publisher9 1/4 x 11 7/8 trim. 41 illus.About the AuthorEarle Havens holds two Master's degrees in History
and Renaissance Studies from Y ale, and will receive his PhD, also from Yale, in May 2002. He has been alecturer at
Southern Connecticut State University, SUNY, Albertus Magnus and Y ale, and has received numerous academic
fellowships and awards.



